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Robotic	telescopes	allow	us	to	obtain	images	

from	(several)	distant	good	quality	sites	
	Only	3	*	2-metre	telescopes	that	do	this	for	education	
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Also	10	*	1-metre	and	
several	40-cm		telescopes	

	





http://resources.faulkes-telescope.com/course/view.php?id=144	

Spotting	a	Supernova	





http://resources.faulkes-telescope.com/course/view.php?id=144	





Stop	Press	
In	conjunction	with	PI	Andy	Newsam	(NSO,	LJMU)	we	
have	been	successful	in	UKRI	bid	to	develop	a	pilot	

project	in	Citizen	Science	
	
	

“Developing	opportunities	for	in-depth	citizen	science	
using	robotic	telescopes”	

	
Our	intention	is	to	develop	these	resources	based	on	
Gaia	supernovae	(especially	Type	!a)	as	imaged	by	

Faulkes	Telescopes/LCO/Liverpool	Telescope	
	
	



What	Is	Citizen	Science	?	
Best	and	most	successful	example	is	Galaxy	Zoo	

	
	https://www.zooniverse.org/	

	
However,	Galaxy	Zoo	relies	on	thousands	of	users	and	perhaps	

does	not	offer	lots	of	opportunities	for	them	to	analyse	and	learn	
	

So	our	approach	will	be	to	work	with	fewer	users	(perhaps	tens)	but	
provide	them	with	the	chance	to	learn	and	contribute		

	
	
	



What	Will	Our	Users	Do	
Photometry	of	Archive	Datasets	~	30	Type	Ia	Sne	
	
Use	of	Excel		
	
Upload	their	finished	light-curves	
	
Use	the	Gaia	Alerts	stream	to	suggest	and	observe	new	targets	
	
Learn	about	supernovae	
	
Learn	about	the	expansion	of	the	Universe	
	
Learn	about	Gaia	!	



Difficulties	
Remit	of	Citizen	Science	is	to	do	as	much	as	or	as	little	as	you	
choose	
	
So	we	must	make	this	modular	
	
And	each	module	must	encourage	the	user	to	find	out	more		
	
	



What	Next	
This	is	a	pilot	project	so	if	we	are	successful,	we	may	be	able	to	chase	

more	funding	
	

Would	our	users	be	interested	in	other	Gaia	targets	?	
	

Can	we	feed	this	forward	to	LSST,	etc.	?	
	

PLEASE	HELP	!	If	you	have	teachers	or	schools	that	you	believe	would	be	
interested,	please	let	me	know	?!	



http://faulkes-telescope.com	

http://resources.faulkes-telescope.com	

http://www.schoolsobservatory.org.uk/	

	

	

	

Please	e-mail	me	any	ideas	
	

fraser.lewis@	
faulkes-telescope.com	


