
‘Traditional’ OPTICON  TNA 
 
 

The purpose of TNA is to provide free access to 
users who do not  have suitable national 

infrastructures (telescopes and instruments) of 
their own. 

John Davies. The OPTICON TNA Programme 
EWASS 2017   Prague 



 
 



•  Use a single OPTICON TAC  comprising 7 different 
nationalities  allocating  time across  the whole network 
using a single proposal system .  

•  Rank  projects  in science merit order and allocate time  
until the resources  available for that semester runs out 

•  Give successful qualifying applicants  travel support 
•  Telescopes receive  ‘user fees’ based on user demand, not 

pre-defined quotas. The user fees follow the best science  

Philosophy 

John Davies. The OPTICON TNA Programme 
EWASS 2017   Prague 



TNA Call + mailshot 

Calls open each February and August 
See  www.astro-opticon.org 



                 

The magnificent seven 
Annelies Mortier   John Davies        Helene Roussel       Roi Alonso 
     Cambridge         Edinburgh                  Paris                La Laguna        

Laura Affer       Jochen Heidt        Renata Minkeviciute 
  Palermo            Heidelberg                  Vilnius 



In FP7 OPTICON had 497 proposals,  about 60 per semester. 
The oversubscription (pressure factor) is about 3.5 
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Since 2010B 
1034 proposals 

•  ESO countries success rate 33% 
•  Non-ESO European countries success rate 16% 
•  Non-European countries success rate 25% 
•  ESO Countries 867 proposals 
•  Non-ESO European countries 131 proposals 
•  Non European countries 36 proposals 



TDA projects approved via CTAC 
•  Supernova followup - INT, WHT, TNG 
•  e-Pessto - LCO 
•  GAIA transients    - NOT, LCO, REM, LT 
•  Fast radio burst   - REM 
•  Tidal disruptions  -LT, TNG 
•  Stellar mergers    -TNG,LT,NOT,REM, 

TCS,LCO 
•  Luminosity gap transients -NOT 
•  Blazar Monitoring   -NOT 



TNA in the PILOT 
•  Continued access to our existing network, 

probably including the SALT 10m 
•  Joint projects with  TBD radio telescopes 

via a single submission process 
•  New ways of doing TDA using small, self 

funded telescopes – your ideas welcome. 
•  2-3 New CTAC members needed in 2021 

•            Next call: February 2020! 



FIN 

 This project has received funding from the European 
Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 730890.  
This material reflects only the authors views and the 
Commission is not liable for any use that may be 
made of the information contained therein 


